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My Danish Warmblood Sven and I were successfully 
progressing through the dressage levels, when suddenly 
our time together came to an abrupt halt. This is a 
situation that I know many riders can relate to because 
of the nature of our sport. Sven sustained a career 
ending suspensory injury. I was devastated. At the time 
of Sven’s injury, I was looking forward to graduating 
high school and heading to college. My dreams of 
earning my USDF Bronze Medal before leaving had 
seemingly become unattainable.  
 
To quote from my favorite horse movie as a child, 
Dreamer, “the sky opened and mere mortals parted” 
and I received a phone call from my trainer Billie 
Stewart telling me that Janie Pride wanted me to 
compete one of her dressage ponies. This pony was 
none other than Ilja. Suddenly, my goals of furthering 
my training in dressage, improving my scores, and 
earning my Bronze Medal that had become dormant 
during the year or so I was without a horse, were 
brought back to life. However, I knew that it would take 
a lot of work because I had only seven months before 
leaving for the University of Georgia. Mrs. Stewart, Ilja, 
and I got right to work.  
 
Shortly after getting started with Ilja, I became aware of 
the training grant that GDCTA was so graciously 
offering. Before receiving the grant, I had fairly quickly 
gotten my scores needed for second level that would go 
towards my Bronze Medal. However, third level was 
more of a challenge because it involved movements 
that I had a great foundation for, but had never had the 
chance to ride. Given that I was short on time, I decided 
to apply for the grant and ask Marjolein Geven to be on 
board with this journey because she was the one who 
trained Ilja.  
 
In the beginning, we worked a lot on transitions in order 
to help keep him on the aids and engaged even in the 
downward transitions. My first experience with the 
double bridle was with Ilja, which required lots of 
learning and getting used to. I had a problem with 
keeping my curb rein too short, so that was something I 
had to work on. For most of my lessons, we worked on 
a serpentine making different types of transitions at the 
center line, whether an upward or downward 
transition, a flying change, or a halt. This kept Ijla 
attentive, as he has a tendency to anticipate the next 

movement, and become bored. I learned to ride more 
off my seat and leg than with my hands. I improved my 
understanding of what correct collection really is. This 
collection improved my flying changes as well as an 
overall composition and suppleness of each gate.  
 
What I learned in my lessons with Marjolein through 
the GDCTA grant will always be a part of my future 
riding endeavors. I am so very grateful to Janie Pride for 
allowing me to love and compete such a talented little 
pony, to Marjolein Geven for teaching me, and to 
GDCTA for providing the funds to help me move 
forward in my riding career.  


